
A Word from Erin:

We are thrilled to bring you Volume II of 
Emergent Arts Quarterly. It has been a 
wonderfully busy Summer! This year’s Summer 
Art Camp and Creative Writing camp were the 
largest yet and we added “No Kids Allowed” 
Summer art for adults. The studio stayed busy 
and time flew by as it is almost time for Fall 
classes, starting September 6th! We have many 
new and returning teaching artists, head over to 
our website and check out what we have planned. 

Also new this Fall is our black and white darkroom. We were able to get the plumbing 
completed this Summer and are in the process of organizing a plan for open use of the 
darkroom and equipment. If you are interested, please let us know! 

In the midst of all the summer art fun, I was able to get away and attend the 
Community Development Institute at the University of Central Arkansas. This three 
year program teaches the fundamentals of community and economic development, and 
culminates in the opportunity to become a certified Professional Community and 
Economic Developer, which I will seek in 2018. I am very excited to bring back what I 
have learned to Hot Springs, and feel it is an opportune time in the development of our 
community. 

Please come by Emergent Arts and 
ask about our classes, gallery 
exhibits, or just chat about how we 
can work together in our arts 
community.  

Until next time,  

In the Community:  
  
It’s going to be a very busy Fall in Hot Springs and you can see  
Emergent Arts out and about with free art activities for the whole family! 
  
Downtown Farmer’s and Artisan’s Market – Youth Market, Youth Art Activities: 
Saturdays, August 27, September 24, & October 29, 9am to Noon. 

Seeds of Peace at the Farmer’s Market – Youth Art Activities: Saturday, September 
24, 9am to Noon 

Hot Springs JazzFest – Paint-By-Number Mural: Saturday, September 3, Noon to6pm 

Hot Springs Spa-Con! – Youth Activities, Saturday, September 24 – Sunday, September 25 

Hot Water Hills Music & Art Festival – Paint-By-Number Mural & Art Workshops: Friday, September 30, 5pm-10pm. & Saturday, 
October 1, Noon to 10pm. 

25th Hot Springs Documentary Film Festival – October 7 - 16, stay tuned for workshop details, as we celebrate this 25th year of 
HSDFF! 
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Philanthropy Corner:  
Emergent Arts is Proudly Supported by United Way 

Emergent Arts is excited to have been selected as a United 
Way Partner Agency for the second year in a row! Through 
the support of United Way, Emergent Arts is able to expand our 
programming and better serve students of all ability. This 
funding also serves to support the Art Education Program 
Administrator position at Emergent Arts, currently held by 
Sarah Oatsvall. Since first receiving funding, and hiring Sarah, 
participation in Emergent Arts programming has more than 
doubled! 

The mission of The United Way of the Ouachitas is to unite 
people and resources to improve lives and build a stronger 
community, which includes Garland, Montgomery, Polk and 
parts of Saline, Hot Spring, Clark, and Pike Counties.  

Donate! Giving to United Way is an easy way to benefit 
United Way's Community Partner Agencies like Emergent Arts 
and many other organizations. Regardless of whether or not a 
gift is designated to a specific program or impact area, donors 
can rest assured that their dollars are tackling the issues which 
matter most to the communities United Way serves.  

Ask us at Emergent Arts how you can give!  

Community Mural Painting  
at Hot Water Hills

Summer Creative Writing & Bookmaking Camp  
with Poet-In-Residence Kai Coggin

Balance Wellness is offering 
beginner friendly yoga classes 
on Monday evenings and 
Wednesday mornings for adults. 
There are also teacher trainings 
and specialized workshops 
throughout the year. Visit 

www.BalanceYogaAndWellness.com for details! 

Save the Date! Miss Deby of Balance Wellness is 
leading a CHILDREN’S YOGA class in November; 
register at www.EmergentArts.org 

Youth Art Activities  
with Teaching Artist  

Jeri Hillis 

Erin Holliday 
Executive Director  
Emergent Arts

http://www.balanceyogaandwellness.com/
http://www.emergentarts.org/
http://www.balanceyogaandwellness.com/
http://www.emergentarts.org/


 

Featured Teaching Artists: 

Inside Circle Gallery: 

Emergent Arts is starting off their Fall 2016 gallery season with    
“More Than Just a Pretty Face”, an exhibit of narrative portrait 
photography.  The exhibit will open on Friday, September 2, with a 
Gallery Walk reception from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Many of the artists 
will be in attendance. The exhibit will be on display at the Circle 
Gallery, 341-A Whittington Avenue through October 15th with another 
Gallery Walk reception on October 7th. 

Be a part of the first ever Uptown/Whittington Gallery 
Walk Crawl, beginning at 4pm at Red Light Roastery on 
September 2. If you visit all 4 locations you will receive 
a voucher for a free Red Light Roastery coffee. 

Leaning on the belief that by taking a photograph of someone a piece of their soul is taken, local 
professional and emerging photographers in the showcase capture more than just the image of the subject; they have 
captured their stories as well.  

In conjunction with the group exhibit, photographer Robbie Brindley is featured with his series “Outskirts.” 
“Outskirts” is a documentary photo essay on the residents of Mountain Pine, Arkansas where Brindley spent time as 
a child. He refers to Mountain Pine as “Remnants of an abandoned logging town” and seeks to portray that in his 
photographs. Brindley documented several residents, approaching strangers on the street and asking to take 
photographs of them in and around their homes. He chose to use black and white film and hand process the photos 
in his DIY darkroom, putting several hours and hard work into project. “I wanted it be as blue collar as the people 
that are in the photos,” Robbie stated. (Photo is “Jim, Mountain Pine, Outskirts”) 

Visit the Fall 2016 exhibit at Circle Gallery to see soul stories captured in “More Than Just a Pretty Face.” 

Coming Events: 

- Ice Cream Social, Saturday, August 20, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  

- Gallery Walk, “More Than Just a Pretty Face” - Friday, September 2, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

- First Day of FALL Classes, Tuesday, September 6 - REGISTER ONLINE NOW! 

- Gallery Walk, “More Than Just a Pretty Face”- Friday, October 7, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

- Gallery Walk, “Dia de los Muertos”- Friday, November 4, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

- Gallery Walk, “Vending”- Friday, December 2, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

*** CHECK OUT THE EXCITING VARIETY OF FALL CLASSES FOR KIDS AND ADULTS ***
THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING GOING ON AT EMERGENT ARTS. 

CHECK www.emergentarts.org FOR FULL DETAILS! 

Vanessa Tomczak, Basket Making 
Intro to Pine Needle Basketry, Tuesdays 6-8pm, October 

Teaching at Emergent Arts 
is a unique opportunity to 
reach students from all 
skill levels. There are no 
prerequisites so anyone 
interested can simply sign 
up and learn something 
new. Established artists 
and beginning dabblers 
both benefit from the 
supportive learning 
environment Emergent 
Arts provides.  

I hope that everyone who 
takes part in my classes 
finds a strengthened sense 
of confidence. Learning a 
new skill is a great way to 
reach in and pull 

something surprising out of yourself.  

"Keep it simple, stupid" has been a quote (or rather 
acronym?) that I refer to when I find myself overthinking 
things in my work.  

Kayla Bradbury, Theatre 
Improv Jam, Wednesdays 6-7pm, September 
Movement & Voice, Wednesdays  6-7pm, October 
Behind the Mask, Wednesdays 6-7pm, November 

As Teaching Artists we have 
the opportunity to share a 
craft we love with our 
students that will impact so 
many avenues of their lives.  
It’s the neatest thing to see 
that “lightbulb moment” 
when kids step out of their 
comfort zones to embrace a 
new idea or try a new 
character and then surprise 
themselves with what they 
can do. 

I hope my students leave my class feeling empowered in 
using their presence to make an impact. Whether 
speaking to a room of their peers, working with a group 
to solve a problem or performing onstage for strangers, I 
hope to give them the tools to communicate with clarity 
and confidence.  

“In the end we only regret the chances we didn’t 
take.”—Unknown 
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1. What kind of artist are you? I don't ever stick to one type of art. I 
do whatever I have the supplies to do. My favorite types of art are 
drawing and painting though.  

2. What is something about you that you would like others to know?  
I enjoy playing clarinet and piano. I also love playing basketball! 

3. How does ART help you in your life, or how is it important to 
you?  In my life, art helps me express my personality in a 
different kind of way.  

4. What classes have you taken at Emergent Arts? I have taken a 
few classes at Emergent Arts, but my absolute favorite was the 
Summer Creative Writing Camp. I learned how to put my 
personality on paper, and to be a better writer.  

5. What is your creation from that class, even if it is a work in 
progress? My favorite creation I have ever made at Emergent 
Arts would have to be my poetry book. We picked out what papers 
we wanted  the cover, inside, back, and spine to be, then we 
sewed it all together! So now I can write in it anytime I want!
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Student Spotlight: Nina Gunnell

Nina Gunnell 
reading her 

original poetry to a 
packed audience of 
family and friends 
on the last day of 
Summer Creative 

Writing Camp

http://www.emergentarts.org


  


